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THE FOLLOWING REPORT WAS PREVIOUSLY

GISTRIBUTED AS * GIA PRELIMINARY B
I 1SSEMINATION NUMBERED

Premier Phibun Songgram was seised by Royal Thai Navy elermants during the
ssremony of handing over to him the former U.S. Navy dredre Manhattan on
29 Juue 1951. Phibun was removed by tender under guard. So far there
has bsen no bloodshed.®

m The information sentafned in paragraphs 2 -~ L below
Teporving a possible coup attempt was received shortly bafore that

contained in paragraph 1 and will serve as background data of possibls
significance in comnsction with the Promier's shducticn.

25X1A

A line-up of Thal Army and Wavy factions are organizing with the intention
of ousting the Phin Chunhawan-~Phao Sriyenon growp., This coalition has
Phibun's blessing if not actnally his active support. The plottere

will charge Phin and Phao with "cooperation with the Compunists® .«

Princass Poon Diskun has spoken of a forthcoming coup attempt. One of

her informants, reported to be a young redical, stated that this affort
would be a “blood bath". Prasert Phongsunthorn, also knowm as Bunlon,

also spoke of the possibility of a coup in July vhich ha believes would
benefit the Pridi faction,

A coup is in the making but no dztails are avalliable,

* Ma There is a possibility of Pridi's return in comnection
_this seizure of Phibun. )
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25X1A wqcmnt, This charge is apparently intended to prevemt any
poss ty of Western misinterpretation of the coup.

25X1A Fw. It is possible that pro-Communists may infiltrate
2 NSW groupe

22?)((11/2 %m« This coup may take place in July or August 1951.
™)
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